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excellent and travellers could usually look for
blazing fires and plenty of warm food and drink.
From famous houses like "The Bull" at St
Albans to village inns like that thrice-blessed
one at Withington in the Cotswolds, where
Thomas Baskerville found "excellent ale, a
conscionable landlord" and a night's fare and
lodging for seven persons, all for seventeen
shillings, the standard was the highest in Europe.
Innkeeping in England was regarded as a re-
spectable, and even honourable profession; at
the "Crown/* Mansfield, the landlord and his
wife were gentlefolk. More often the former
was "an honest ingenious man" of the middle
rank, who distilled incomparable strong waters
and kept good wine, a bowling-green and perhaps
a cockpit for his neighbours. In many places
after the Restoration he was an old merry soldier,
who had fought for King Charles and loved to
regale travellers with tales of Prince Rupert
and Marston Moor, And since horses and inns
went together, he was generally something of a
jockey, and, like good Mr. Hunt of the "Three
Cranes," Doncaster, was fond of riding and
talking of horses. And with such comfort for
mind and body, it mattered little if an odd frog
or two croaked in one's chamber, or if mine
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